
7. The Faith of Abra ham (Heb. 11:8-10)

God First Chooses the Fam ily of Abram

A) Prior to this time, God has been con cerned with dif fer ent na tions of the world

1) From Adam to Noah there had many dif fer ent peo ple groups – some good and some bad

2) Even af ter the flood there were the de scen dants of Ham’s son Ca naan who were cor rupt

So God de cided to fo cus on a par tic u lar line of peo ple and pre serve His cho sen line through them

3) God de cides to choose one man Abram (Gen. 12:1)

a) Why did he pick this one man to the ex clu sion of oth ers? – We’re not told

b) Was there some thing spe cial about this man more so than oth ers? – HARDLY

You would think that God would choose a fam ily that was es pe cially godly to get the chief pa tri arch

4) Abra ham’s fam ily from Terah was any thing BUT that (11:26)

“Thus says the Lord God of Is rael, ‘From an cient times your fa thers lived be yond the River, namely Terah, the
fa ther of Abra ham and Nahor, and THEY SERVED OTHER GODS!” (Josh. 24:2)

That means that the man that God would chose Abram from an idol a trous fam ily

5) The area that they were liv ing was Ur of the Chaldeans (11:28)

This is 125 miles south east of Bab y lon, south of the lower Eu phra tes, a place where ex ca va tions have shown
that wor ship of the moongod Sin pre vailed

6) Also con sider his wife, Sarai (11:29)

Her name means “Prin cess” – She must have been a woman with a mea sure of so cial stand ing

She was also part of this whole idol wor ship ing fam ily as well

B) You would think that God could have done better in choos ing the “Royal Fam ily” – The cho sen Pa tri arch

1) We might look at this and walk away shak ing our heads in un be lief that God would choose such peo ple

2) But there is some thing about God that is above us:  God’s Fore know ledge

3) In other words, God knows what the fu ture will hold for peo ple

God’s choice of Abram and Sarai is n’t so much based on who they are NOW – But what they will be come!

4) Does that mean that be cause God is choos ing this one man that all oth ers are ex cluded? – No

a) It means that God is de cid ing to use this man and his de scen dants

b) He would go on to es tab lish His cov e nant of sal va tion with him

c) But there would also be a pro vi sion made for “out sid ers”

d) They would have to be lieve in Abra ham’s God – Obey His com mand ments – And sub mit to cir cum ci sion

In ef fect, they would be come a Jew as well

5) This mir rors the sit u a tion we have to day

a) God’s cho sen peo ple are still the Jews

b) But sal va tion co mes to ANY ONE who will come to that one cho sen per son in that line – Je sus

c) Any one can now come and be lieve in Je sus – Obey His com mands – And sub mit to bap tism

d) In so do ing, you are now adopted into the line of a son of Abra ham!

“And if you be long to Christ, then you are Abra ham’s off spring, heirs ac cord ing to the prom ise” (Gal. 3:29)

II God Then Calls Abram

God is sues the Call to Abram (v. 1)

1) Even though Abram was from an idol a trous fam ily – He knew the voice of the Lord

2) When God speaks to you – You will know pre cisely who it is

This Call from God in volved 3 things:
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A) Part of the Call is to be Blessed By God

1) God Prom ises to make his name Great (v. 2)

a) The Jew ish peo ple still re vere him to day

b) Even we Chris tians rec og nize him as cen tral in our faith 

Still a pre em i nent fig ure in the New Tes ta ment

2) God Prom ises to Bless him per son ally (v. 2)

a) Abram would de velop great pos ses sions of cat tle, ser vants and land

b) He would be one of the wealth i est men in the area

He would even tu ally have to sep a rate from nephew Lot be cause they had so much stuff

3) God Prom ises to Make a Great Na tion out of him (v. 2)

a) His de scen dants would be as nu mer ous as the stars of he sky

b) We see this even to day with those de scen dants be ing the Na tion of Is rael

Even the  ho lo caust of Hit ler and wars against mul ti ple na tions at the same time have been able to blot out
the de scen dants of Abra ham

In fact when Is rael re turned to their land in 1948 – This was the only time in his tory that a na tion sur vived
ex tinc tion and re turned to their orig i nal land with their orig i nal lan guage

Even sev eral wars and re peated at tacks by Is lamic ter ror groups have n’t been able to de feat them

4) God Prom ises to Bless ev ery fam ily of earth through him (v. 3)

a) Now the bless ings of God go be yond the cho sen line of Abra ham

b) What God will do through him will be a bless ing to ev ery one ev ery where – at all time also

c) This is a pre dic tion of the fi nal one in the cho sen line – Je sus Christ the Lord

a) He will bring light and life to man kind

b) And most im por tantly – Sal va tion from sin and the wrath of God

And it will be and avail able to ev ery one – Not just those in the cho sen line

These are the Bless ings of the Call

B) Part of the Call is to Break with the World

1) God tells him to leave his coun try (v. 1)

2) He was liv ing in Ur of the Chaldeans at the time – A land given to idol a try

So he must be will ing to make a break from his home land – Not an easy thing to do

3) He must also be will ing to make a break with his rel a tives (v. 1)

a) That would mean be will ing to leave his fa ther Terah and his broth ers – Fa ther’s House

b) So it would mean a com plete break from their in flu ence upon him

So that God could now bring him into the truth of God – This is the chal lenge of the call

C) God’s Choos ing co mes with a call that must be an swered (v. 4)

1) It’s one thing for God to call and an other thing for you to an swer the call

2) Abra ham had to obey what God told him to do

3) It was a lit tle eas ier to do this be cause his dad died as they trav eled (11:31-32) – Later

But Abram still had to make the de ci sion to go when God called him – Had he not, then God would have to
choose some one else
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So what is the ap pli ca tion to day?

A) Just like Abram – The first step in God’s in ter ven tion into our lives is that God Calls You

Acts 2:39   39 “For athe prom ise is for you and your chil dren, and for all who are bfar off, as many as the Lord
our God shall call to Him self.” 

1) It starts when you be gin to think about God and where you are at with Him

a) Are you at peace with Him – Or are you still en e mies and es tranged from Him?

God will get your at ten tion and bring you to con tem plate where you stand be fore God

b) God does not just make you His own with out a per sonal in ter ven tion in your life

c) It is some thing that you will be in volved with 

Here you see the dif fer ence be tween God’s Choos ing and God’s Call

But Just Like Abram – You have to per son ally an swer the call

a) If you do not an swer the Call – Then you are not cho sen

b) Put an other way – God’s Choos ing is for any one who will an swer the call

He just knows in ad vance those who will

B) When you con sider whom God might call – Re mem ber Abram:

1) Your past is not cru cial to God call ing you and us ing you

a) Even if you came from an un godly home and had an un godly life

b) Even if you came from a wrong re li gion

God will still choose you – He will choose who so ever wlll

2) God’s call is not based upon your sta tus in life

a) There was noth ing in Abram that made God choose him

b) So God is no re specter of per sons – God does n’t just choose the bright est and the best

c) In fact, peo ple who are nat u rally en dowed are fre quently NOT called!

1 Co rin thi ans 1:26-29   26 For 1con sider your acall ing, breth ren, that there were bnot many wise ac -
cord ing to 2the flesh, not many mighty, not many no ble;  27 but aGod has cho sen the fool ish things of
bthe world to shame the wise, and God has cho sen the weak things of bthe world to shame the things
which are strong,  28 and the base things of athe world and the de spised, God has cho sen, bthe things
that are not, that He might cnul lify the things that are,  29 that ano 1man should boast be fore God. 

3) To those en tan gled in the things of this world, there must be a def i nite break with the past

a) Abram had to leave the old life the old fam ily and the old re li gion

b) This part of the call is where many peo ple re sist

c) They want the bless ings of God and all the things of the world at the same time

d) But this is the es sence of con ver sion – Turn ing away from the old and turn ing to God to fol low Him

“for get ting those things which lie be hind and reach ing for ward to what lies ahead, I press on to ward the
goal for the prize of the up ward call of God which is in Christ Je sus our Lord” (Phil. 4:13-14)
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8. The Faith of Sa rah (Heb. 11:11-12)

I. Sa rah started in Un be lief

A) God had prom ised Abra ham that a great na tion would come out from him

“Now the Lord said to Abram, “And I will make you a great na tion, and I will bless you, and make your name
great.” (Gen. 12:2)

1) As time went on, Sa rah never had any chil dren

So Abram told the Lord, “O Lord God, what will You give me, since I am child less, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Da mas cus? [A For eigner]  …since Thou hast hast given no off spring to me, one born in my house is
my heir.” (Gen. 15:2-3)

Abram and Sa rah were try ing to con ceive to ful fill this prom ise and were un able to

2) Yet God re-as sured Abram of His prom ise

“The Word of the Lord came to [Abram], say ing, ‘This man shall not be your heir, but one who shall come forth 
from your own body, he shall be your heir.” (Gen. 15:4)

B) Now Push co mes to shove (Gen. 16:1)

1) Abra ham is 85 and Sa rah is 75

2) So Sa rah co mes up with an in ge nious plan (16:2) – Go into the Egyp tian hand maid

Af ter all, the child would still be com ing from Abra ham!

So Abra ham did so – And noth ing but tur moil en sued!

3) Sa rah de spises Hagar (16:4)

4) Sa rah de spises Abra ham (16:5) – This was her idea in the first place!!!

This is what hap pens when un faith ful ness en ters a mar riage

C) Now Push re ally co mes to shove (17:1)

1) Abra ham is 99 and Sa rah is 89 – Kind of old to be hav ing chil dren – Don’t you think?

2) God tells Abra ham that he will have a son through Sa rah (17:15-16)

3) Abra ham thinks its funny (17:17)

4) God Does n’t (17:18) – What a stun ning re buke!

God told him that the heir was through he and Sa rah

He re minds Abra ham that his vain at tempt at ful fill ing this by the flesh was an ab so lute fail ure

This is NOT the way for faith in God to work

5) But even in spite of this – God stands true to His prom ise (17:19)

God NOW RE PEATS His di rec tive that Sa rah will con ceive – Even at her age!

II Sa rah and Her Doubt

A) The Lord now ap pears to Abra ham and Sa rah in hu man form (18:1)

1) Some say that this was a pre-in car nate ap pear ing of Christ – Per haps

2) Abra ham rec og nizes Him and the an gels with Him (18:2)

3) He quickly has a meal pre pared for them (18:6-8)

But all this is sec ond ary – The Lord has come to talk TO Sa rah!

B) The Lord asks where Sa rah is (18:9)

1) He again an nounces FOR THE THIRD TIME that Sa rah will con ceive (18:10)

2) Abra ham is 99 and Sa rah is 89 (18:11)

3) Sa rah laughs to her self at such a thought! (18:12)

4) The Lord re bukes Sa rah for her doubt (18:13-14)

5) He asks the Cru cial ques tion in re gards to faith (v. 14)
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God will do what He has prom ised and noth ing will hin der that – Do you be lieve this?

Do you be lieve that God is Al mighty and He has the power to do even the seem ingly im pos si ble?

6) God’s an swer to Sa rah’s doubt is a re buke (18:15)

This re buke causes her to ex am ine her heart (18:15)

C) Do you see the prog ress in Sa rah’s life here?

1) She has gone from out right de nial that this could hap pen (with Ishmael) to laugh ing at the pos si bil ity to ques -
tion ing the pos si bil ity to won der ing about such a pos si bil ity

2) She is n’t say ing that it can’t hap pen – Sim ply laugh ing that such a thing might take place

Re mem ber it has been 25 years since God gave the ini tial prom ise

3) Did you pick up on Sa rah’s faith through all of this? – That is what the writer to the He brews com mended 
her for!

You might think – What Faith?

The es sence of Sa rah’s Faith

1) It is based on God’s abil ity – Not mans

2) It does n’t mat ter what the is sue is – Be cause noth ing is im pos si ble with God

3) The very es sence of faith is sim ply to be lieve that God will do what He says He will ac cord ing to His Word

4) Faith is some thing that God works in us that we re spond to by be liev ing and act ing upon it

Faith is a gift from God – Some thing that HE works within us – “By grace are you saved, through faith,
AND THAT NOT OF YOUR SELVES, IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD, not of works lest any man should
boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9)

Make sure that you don’t miss how God did it

a) He brought all her un be lief to nought so that there was noth ing to do but be lieve

Ev ery time she acted in un be lief – God did some thing to make that not pros per

This same thing hap pened to a man in the New Tes ta ment who had a son who was taken by evil spir its – Je -
sus told him that “All things are pos si ble to him who be lieves.” To which he cried out, “Lord, I do be lieve,
help my un be lief.” (Mk. 9:23-24)

b) God did not do it over night – But over a long pe riod of time

It was nearly 25 years af ter the ini tial prom ise – And 13 years since the bout with Ishmael

To be lieve God for great things (like this) may take a lot of in ter act ing with God and a lot of mis takes on
your part – But God will still con tinue to work, as long as you don’t shut Him out

Sa rah and Her Faith?

A) Just as God had prom ised – God ful filled (21:1)

1) God could have had Sa rah just con ceive with out her faith – But God uses peo ple – In clud ing moth ers

2) He did this at the ap pointed time (21:2) – The time that Sa rah fi nally got to faith

3) This brought much laugh ter for Sa rah and the oth ers (21:6-7) – Mean ing of Isaac

That is one end re sult of God deal ing with faith in peo ple – Their per sonal growth at see ing God ful fill His
prom ises

CON CLU SION

“By faith even Sa rah her self re ceived abil ity to con ceive, even be yond the proper time of life, since she con sid -
ered Him faith ful who had prom ised.  There fore, also, there was born of one man, and him as good as dead at
that, as many de scen dants as the stars of heaven in num ber, and in nu mer a ble as the sand which is by the sea -
shore.” (Heb. 11:12)
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