
I. Abra ham Tested

A) It says that this test hap pened “af ter these things” (v. 1)

1) We have fol lowed Abra ham since he was 75 years old when God first called him

2) It was a call of faith that he would be the fa ther of a mul ti tude of peo ple that would bless all hu man ity

At age 86 – He and Hagar con ceived Ishmael which did n’t work

3) It took an other 14 years for Abra ham and Sa rah to fi nally get enough faith to be lieve that God and con ceive
Isaac

a) His names means laugh ter as Sa rah was be side her self that she had brought a child into the world at 90!

b) But as time went on – It was ob vi ous that Ishmael and Isaac could n’t ex ist to gether

c) So Hagar and Ishmael were sent into the desert to per ish – All for the sake of Isaac

God in ter vened and spared Hagar and Ishmael – Who was about 17-20 or so at the time

4) Now Abra ham is about 114 and Isaac 14 

a) Abra ham has spent about 40 years of his life to get to this point with this child Isaac

b) It is the very pin na cle of what God’s plan for his life was

To be the cho sen man of God and to start a cho sen line of peo ple

B) THIS is the very thing that God NOW puts to the test (vv. 1-2)

1) When God tested Abra ham’s faith – He picked the thing that was near est and dear est to him – his son

2) What else would be more pre cious to Abra ham at this point in his life?

a) He has had pos ses sions a plenty

b) He and his wife have had a full life to gether for many years

c) And Now God tells him to sac ri fice him!?!?!?

3) This goes against any per son’s nat u ral af fec tion for their chil dren

a) This goes against the very plan that Abra ham has gone through fierce do ings for many years

b) This would bring the very plan of God to a halt

God could not have picked any thing more pre cious to Abra ham

C) Just like Abra ham – God will test your faith as well – Is it truly gen u ine?

1) Are you just play ing church or re li gion with God? – He al ready knows

2) And He will or der the sit u a tion so that it is brought to a head

Do you re ally be lieve and trust in God – Or not?

3) When I see some peo ple whose faith is not ev i dent – I won der where they are at with God

a) I’m not the fi nal judge – God Is

b) When there are peo ple who are half-com mit ted – Or Back-slid den – or just sort of go ing along

God will put these peo ple to the test – Is God the Lord of your life OR NOT?

D) Just like Abra ham – When God tests – He will pick the thing that is near est and dear est to your heart

1) Which is more im por tant to you – God or some thing else?

a) Your fam ily – This is what God chose in Abra ham

b) Sports – Some peo ple live by what hap pens to their fa vor ite sports venue

c) Your job – Some peo ple are go ing to get ahead re gard less of what it takes

d) Your life

It is the es sence of the First Com mand ment – “You Shall Have NO Other gods Be fore Me” – We should fear,
Love and trust in God above all things

Or as Je sus said, “He who keeps his life will lose it, but who ever loses his life for My sake shall find it.” (Matt.
16:25”
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II Abra ham Faith ful

A) What was Abra ham’s re sponse to this per sonal charge? – What would yours be?

No tice some thing ab so lutely cru cial – Abra ham never ques tioned God!

1) He could have ques tioned this com mand away

a) God would never tell me to do this – It’s Isaac!

b) This is some thing the hea then do – Not the peo ple of God

c) An an i mal will do in stead

2) In stead Abra ham rises early in the morn ing to get go ing (v. 3) – His obe di ence is swift

3) He has 3 days to think about this whole thing (v. 4)

Imag ine how he slept those nights – “I am go ing to slay my son”

4) He ar rived at the spot and took his son – The knife – and he wood

a) He even an swered his son when ques tioned about this whole thing (v. 7)

b) He even bound his son on the wood and took the knife to slay him (v. 10)

Can you imag ine the feel ings that must have been go ing through his mind?

The Scrip tures state it so plainly but Abra ham must have been in ut ter tur moil in side

B) Why would God do such a thing as this to Abra ham? (v. 12)

1) Abra ham has been just go ing along with God be ing the one to keep re mind ing him in his doubt

2) Now is the time for his faith get go ing

3) This was that very time in Abra ham’s life that his faith fi nally be came ac tive and liv ing and not just pas sive

James 2:20-23   20 But are you will ing to rec og nize, ayou fool ish fel low, that bfaith with out works is use -
less?  21 aWas not Abra ham our fa ther jus ti fied by works, when he of fered up Isaac his son on the al tar?  22

You see that afaith was work ing with his works, and 1as a re sult of the bworks, faith was per fected;  23 and
the Scrip ture was ful filled which says, a“And Abra ham be lieved God, and it was reck oned to him as righ -
teous ness,” and he was called bthe friend of God.

It had now been about 40 years since Abra ham gazed at the stars at night and It says that Abra ham be lieved in
the Lord and it was reck oned to him as righ teous ness” (Gen. 15:6)

4) Even see ing the mi rac u lous birth of Isaac did n’t bring Abra ham’s faith to life – The test of sac ri fic ing him did

C) Do you see the tre men dous dif fer ence in Abra ham’s faith? (v. 8)

1) Be fore he fell to the ground and laughed at the thought of an old man and woman hav ing a baby

2) Now he be lieves that he will slay his son and God will raise him from the dead on the spot (v. 5)

a) This is the only way that God will keep His prom ise of the de scen dants through Isaac and for God to or -
der the son killed

He brews 11:17-19   17 By faith aAbra ham, when he was tested, of fered up Isaac; and he who had bre ceived
the prom ises was of fer ing up his only be got ten son;  18 it was he to whom it was said, a“In Isaac your 1de -
scen dants shall be called.”  19 1He con sid ered that aGod is able to raise men even from the dead; from
which he also re ceived him back 2as a btype.”

God will test it to see if it is gen u ine or not

If your faith is not alive to day – Will you pray that God will or der YOUR PER SONAL TEST

So that you may come out the other side closer to God and a faith that is alive and ac tive

102


