
e) Cain and Abel had sim i lar up bring ing

Same home with same par ents Prayed at the same al tar

Wor shipped the same God

The had dif fer ent oc cu pa tion:  Cain was a farmer and Abel was a shep herd

f) The main dif fer ence be tween them was their of fer ings to God

Both of fer ings were as so ci ated with their Occupation

Cain brought an of fer ing from the ground (v. 3)

Abel brought an of fer ing from his flock with the fat por tions – An i mal was slaugh tered (v. 4)

But Cain’s of fer ing was re jected (v. 5) – Why?

g) Abel’s of fer ing was done with the shed ding of blood and the tak ing of an in no cent life

Cain’s of fer ing did n’t in volve this

This is what God demonstrated to Adam & Eve (3:21)

So there must be faith for ac cep tance with God and for give ness of sin (Heb. 11:4)

The Lord let each one know where they stood be fore Him (vv. 4-5)

5) Cain be comes an gry with Abel and with God

a) Abel had done noth ing wrong against Cain – It was his own fault

b) God now per son ally warns Cain about the con di tion of his heart (v. 6)

c) God tells Cain about the black ness and out come of sin – And he has the power to mas ter it (v. 7)

If he does n’t – It will mas ter him

But God does n’t force Cain to do it – People have the free will to re sist what God directs

6) Cain ig nores God’s Warn ing – Kills Abel in a fit of rage – and lies to God about it (v. 8-9)

a) As soon as he does – God is right there to ques tion him (v. 9-10)

b) God is n’t in ter ested in in for ma tion – But in con fes sion

7) Since he won’t con fess – God pro nounces judg ment upon Cain for mur der (v. 11-12)

a) God could have taken Cain life for tak ing Abel’s life

b) Yet God shows mercy upon Cain by al low ing him to live

Even when God per son ally warned Cain – Even when Cain knew better – Even when he bla tantly ig nored God

8) Even at this act of sheer mercy – Cain re bels! (v. 13)

a) Cain tells God that he knows better what pun ish ment is suit able for him! (v. 14)

b) God sets a limit on the judg ment upon Cain (v. 15)
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