
C) Je sus shows Him self as the Lord of the Church by His man age ment within 

1) He is pic tured as be ing in the mid dle of the lampstands (vv. 12-13) – Mean ing He is the cen ter and heart of
the Church (v. 20)

2) He is also pic tured as hav ing the 7 stars (v. 16) IN HIS RIGHT HAND (v. 20)

The right hand is the po si tion of au thor ity and power – Since most peo ple are right handed

These stars are the an gels of the churches – Since an gels are mes sen gers, most as sume that these are the Pas -
tors!

It is so good to know that the Lord has me in His hand of power and pro tec tion

Be cause He is Lord of the Church – He takes care of it and watches over it

This is what you will see in these 7 let ters – Je sus’ cor rec tion and Com men da tion for His Church

Be cause He is Lord over His Church

These 7 Churches rep re sent 2 Things for all peo ple from the be gin ning of the Church

a) They rep re sent the pe ri ods of his tory from Pen te cost to end of the Church Age

Ephesus is the Ap os tolic Age to about 100 – Smyrna is the for ma tion of the Church Age from 100-313 which
un der went per se cu tion – Pergamum from 313-590 which was a time of doc trinal com pro mise  – Thyitara from 
590-1517 which was a time of per sonal moral com pro mise fol low ing the doc trinal com pro mise  – Sardis is the
Ref or ma tion era from 1517 to 1648 which was a time to wake up to the truth – Phil a del phia from 1648 to 1914
which was the Golden Age of the Church when it worked and loved well (WWI) – Laodicea from then to the
cur rent time

Right Now the church at large would be rep re sented by the last church – Luke warm Laodicea

b) They are rep re sen ta tive of dif fer ent types of Con gre ga tions at any time dur ing the Church Age

Thus you can have any of these 7 churches pres ent at any given time

Ev ery good trait and ev ery lack ing def i cit can be found at any time in churches

So this com mand to write lays out for us Je sus’ coun cil for any church at any time

Ev ery church re ceives a rev e la tion of Je sus that ad dresses their par tic u lar sit u a tion

What the need from the Lord (re buke or en cour age ment) is how the Lord ad dresses them

Ev ery let ter is ad dressed to the an gel of the church

1) An gel is the mes sen ger or pas tor or preach ing el der

2) That he might com mu ni cate it to the rest of the church

Ev ery church mem ber is in structed to lis ten up! – He (sin gu lar) who has an ear (We have 2!)

1) The dan ger is that we have physical ears but not spir i tual ears

2) Or hear these words of Je sus and don’t re spond to what He says – Matt. 7:24-27

3) Be cause the Holy Spirit ap plies these words to THE CHURCHES – Matt. 13:9, 43

Ev ery church (ev ery per son within) has an ad mo ni tion to over come – To HIM (Sin gu lar)

This is “The One Con quering’ or “The Vic tor”

In the con text – It is the Ones in the Church who over come the sin pre sented

The Con tin ual ac tion points to it be ing a changed life, and not just a one-time re pen tance

Je sus’ words to these 7 churches are His rule over the Church RIGHT NOW – Not just in the future



Nicolaitan history

The God of Love also has things that He Hates – Ac tions of the people

The true church will also hate what Christ hates

Nicolaus (Con queror of peo ple) – Acts 6:5 – Perhaps the orig i na tor of the sect

It held that the free dom of the N.T. Chris tian placed them above the moral Law

Neither sen su al ity nor idol a try could harm those who had been made free by Christ

The Jerusalem Coun cil dealt with this (Acts 15:20,29)

Expound the re ward of par a dise and the tree of life


