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Prop. The Church at Laodicea was In de ci sive

Back ground

Laodicea was lo cated just 40 miles east of Ephesus on the banks of the fer tile Lycus River Val ley in Asia Mi nor

It was col o nized be tween 261 and 246 BC by the Seleucid king Anitochus II of Syria

He named it af ter his wife, Laodice, whom he di vorced and who later poi soned him

It was a wealthy city be cause of its prime lo ca tion on a trade route.  It was a cen ter for bank ing, trade and in dus try

In 60-61 AD, the city was so wealthy that after a sever earth quake, it was able to fi nance its own re build ing. 
Cit i zens did not need gov ern ment sub si dies as many oth ers did

They bred a special sheep that pro duced fine, soft, glossy black wool that was widely sought and ad mired.

It had a re nown med i cal school which produced ear ointment and eye-salve from Phry gi an stones that were
pul ver ized

Life was good and pros per ous in Laodicea – At least phys i cally and ma te ri ally – But the church had some real
is sues from the Lord

Of all the 7 churches, this one was the worst.  Even in dead Sardis, Je sus at least had a com men da tion for the
faith ful few.  In Loadicea, Je sus had no words of com men da tion for the church, for any in di vid ual mem bers,
nor for the pas tor!

I. The Lord’s Titles

A) The Lord now co mes to this church and ad dresses Him self 3 ways: (v. 14)

1) The Amen – “This is cer tainly True” – There is no sham or pre tense in what He is about tot ell them

2) The Faith ful and True Wit ness – He tells no lies

3) The  Be gin ning of the Cre ation of God – He has au thor ity and power in re gard to the church

II The Lord’s Complaint

A) What was wrong with this Church? – They were in dif fer ent about Christ (v. 15)

1) To be hot means spir i tu ally to be zeal ous and on fire for the Lord

2) To be cold means to be un con cerned and unconverted

They were a church with no real vi sion, no pur pose, no zeal – Je sus pre vi ously de scribed peo ple like this: – He
who is not with Me is against Me, and He who does not gather with Me scat ters.” (Matt. 12:30)

3) Je sus calls this in dif fer ence – Luke warm ness (v. 16)

They were not re buked for pro mot ing her esy and false doc trine – Nor for open sin ners pro mot ing all man ner of
im mo ral ity into the church

They held to some as so ci a tion to Christ – But not full heart sur ren der

This kind of at ti tude to ward Je sus makes Him sick – Spit! (Vomit)

4) Why does Je sus de test this so se verely? – Be cause it mis-rep re sents Him be fore a watch ing world

a) Je sus had a zeal ous, hot faith that showed it self in the way that He lived

He en tered the Tem ple one day when peo ple were buy ing and sell ing an i mals for the sac ri fice – He took a
cord of whips and drove out the money chang ers and up set their ta bles – “His dis ci ples re mem bered that it
was writ ten, ‘Zeal for thy house WILL CON SUME ME.” (John 2:17) 

Je sus was so ear nest that He alien ated the crowds that ini tially flocked around Him.  He was so ear nest that He went
to the cross in the prime of His life.  He would not com pro mise who He was or the Mis sion that He had come to do

b) Then the world sees peo ple who claim to be dis ci ples of Christ sit in luke warm ness and in dif fer ence

c) Com pare this with what they see in other re li gions:



Peo ple see Mus lims will ing to die for their cause – Sending sui cide bomb ers and ready to be-head any one who
co mes against the cause of Is lam

Peo ple see Buddhists who are will ing to fast and con se crate them selves and deny their very liv ing

Peo ple see Hin dus live in squa lor and pov erty and sick ness be cause their re li gion believes that to eat cer tain an -
i mals in for bid den

Com pare this kind of zeal with in-dif fer ent Chris tians!

B) How did it hap pen? – Self-Cen tered ness (v. 17)

1) They had got ten com pletely turned in upon them selves – I Have Need of Noth ing!

2) Can you imag ine a group of peo ple IN CHURCH who tell the Lord they have need of Noth ing! – This is the
at ti tude of Un be lievers

3) Their self ish ness came about be cause of their af flu ence – This is what pros per ity can led to

You can pro vide ev ery thing you need with your wealth – Just go buy it

Rich ard Wurmbrandt (Founder of Voice of the Mar tyrs) said that 95% of be liev ers who face the test of per se cu tion 
pass it.  But 95% of be liev ers who face the test of pros per ity fail it.

C) In fact, it had so blinded the peo ple THAT THEY DID N’T EVEN KNOW IT!

1) These people were de luded with the worst kind of de lu sion – Thinking that ev ery thing was OK with God

2) When in re al ity ev ery thing was bank rupt!

3) This is the worst be cause peo ple won’t take any ac tion to cor rect it be cause they don’t see any need!

That is why Je sus points out their spir i tual con di tion be fore Him (v. 17) 

III The Lord’s Coun sel

A) In love, Je sus re bukes and chas tens this church (v. 19) – Be zeal ous (boil ing)

1) He wants them to get off the fence and make up their mind where they stand with Him

2) He does it so these people can ex pe ri ence true, liv ing Chris tian ity

B) The Lord gra ciously lays out for us the true path to spir i tual life (v. 18) – Getting ev ery thing from HIM (BUY
FROM ME)

This is the key to break ing the self-sat is fied mode that they were stuck in

1) Gold Re fined in the Fire

a) Gold ore was heated in a ves sel un til it melted. – All the im pu ri ties were skimmed off

b) The pro cess was re peated un til all the im pu ri ties were re moved from the gold

c) Pu rity was as sured when the gold smith could see his reflection in the metal

Je sus was tell ing them to let Him pu rify their lives from all the things that was draw ing their lives away
from Him – This in con trast to the gold that they had in their mas sive bank

2) White Gar ments

a) Na ked ness is a met a phor for sin, judg ment and hu mil i a tion

b) A white gar ment is one that represents righ teous ness

Je sus was tell ing them to re pent of their sins and get from Him white gar ments that would cover their sins
and shame – In con trast to the gar ments made from the black wool gar ments their city prided it self on

3) Eyesalve

a) This is an ointment ap plied to the eyes

b) In this case – It co mes from Je sus to en able them to see spir i tu ally – Have spir i tual dis cern ment

This eyesalve from Je sus is finer and more ef fec tive than that produced in the city



C) In the churches af flu ence – They had ev ery thing they needed – Ex cept the One thing that they re ally needed – Je -
sus! (v. 20)

1) In their self-sat is fied com fort – They had driven Je sus out of His own church!

2) How gra cious that He even bids to get back in!

3) The in vi ta tion is for in di vid ual mem bers to find a per sonal, liv ing faith & com mu nion with Christ

To get this liv ing faith you must do 3 things:

a) Re pent of your sins

b) Open the door of your heart and receive Christ within you

c) Live in com mu nion and fel low ship with Him – Dine with each other

D) To those who will – Je sus prom ises gra cious re wards (v. 21)

1) Overcomers who will do this will be ex alted as rul ers

2) They will move from the sta tus of beg gars (which they are at pres ent) to kings

3) No tice that these re wards are purely of Grace – I will Give – Not pro vide for your self

4) Je sus’ coun sel is to go from need ing NOTH ING from Him to need ing EV ERY THING from Him

CON CLU SION

This church at Laodicea is the last of the 7 churches be fore the ad vent of the Great Trib u la tion – What you see in it is 
what will be in most churches at the time of the end

The war ning of Je sus to this church is the warn ing to every church to day – In clud ing ours

If de vo tion to Christ be comes a shal low, re li gious pas time rather than a pas sion of heart, mind and soul:  BE -
WARE!

Have You Done this?


